
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Order for Lord’s Day Worship 
September 4, 2022 

 

Sunday School: 9:15am 
Morning Worship: 10:30am 
Evening Worship: 6:00pm  

(Except “First Sundays”) 
 

Visiting today? Welcome!  
 

Please fill out a visitor card from one of our ushers. You can drop it in the 
offering plate or hand it to an Elder after the service.  

 

Our communion trays contain wine and grape juice. The outer-ring cups 
contain wine, and the inner-ring cups contain grape juice.  

 

If you would like more information about our church, please check out our 
website, www.covenantofgracews.org. 

Our Mission: 
 

Covenant of Grace is a loving church family 
that equips people to know God and His Word 

through serious, joyful, Christ-centered worship and service 
in reliance upon the Holy Spirit. 



 
Preparation for the Worship of a Holy God 

Prelude                             Abide with Me                            J. Eklund 
(Arranger) 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

The Call to Worship*                                       Based on Ps 9:7-11 
The God of the universe summons His people to worship Him.  

Worship is a response to the grace of our great God. 
 

Minister: The Lord sits enthroned forever; He has established His 
throne for justice. 
 

Congregation: He judges the world with righteousness; He 
judges the peoples with uprightness. 
 

Minister: He is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in 
times of trouble. 
 

Congregation: Those who know Your name put their trust in 
You, for You, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You. 
 

Minister: Let us praise the Lord, who sits enthroned in Zion! 
 

The Prayer of Adoration and Invocation* 
 

In this prayer we praise God as we recount why He is worthy of love.  
We also ask that God the Holy Spirit would dwell in our midst as we 

worship, and that He would commune with us in a special way. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer* 

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amen.  
 

Hymn*               Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                       #2 
 

Reading of the Law                                       From Exodus 20 

*Please stand if you are able 



Confession of Sin         Isa 53:6; Prov 28:13; The Savoy Liturgy 
When we come into the presence of God we are reminded of our great 

guilt. Therefore, we confess ourselves sinners and look to Christ the 
forgiver of sins and the ground of our salvation. 

 

Minister: The Lord daily and generously cares for all His 
creatures.  Yet, rather than respond with believing obedience, 
we, like sheep, have gone astray.  Let us then confess our sins. 
 

Congregation: O Lord, You are of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity.  But You promise mercy through Jesus Christ to all 
who repent and trust in Him.  Therefore, we confess that we 
have each sinned against you in numerous ways.  We have 
neglected Your worship and abused Your name.  We have 
dealt uncharitably with our neighbors.  We have not been 
content to seek first Your kingdom and your righteousness. 
 

Have mercy upon us, merciful Father!  Forgive and welcome 
us in Christ Jesus, and strengthen us by Your Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Minister: “Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, 
but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy.” 
 

Psalm*                Divine Strength Our Protection            Psalm 18 
(#160 in ARP Psalter) 

 

God Speaks and We Respond 
 

Scripture Lesson                        Philippians 4:1-13 
Worship must be God-centered and thus full of Scripture. God’s people 
are to hear, believe and obey the Word of God. We should remember 
that when God’s Word is read and preached, God himself is speaking. 

 

The Great Prayer                            Elder Michael Hunter 
Together we pray to God for the needs of the congregation, the mission 

of the local church, and the advance of God’s kingdom. 
 

The Collection of Tithes and Offerings 
God commands that his tithes be given for the ongoing worship, work, 

and ministry of the church. Out of the abundance of what God has given 
us we present offerings as a sign of gratitude for His provision. 

 

The Offertory           Sweet Hour of Prayer                   R. Vandall 
    (Arranger) 



  

 

 

Doxology* 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise him, all creatures here below.  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Ministry of the Word 
 

 

The minister of God’s Word reads, explains and applies the Scriptures to 
the congregation. Through the act of preaching, God Himself speaks to 

His people; convicting, converting, comforting, and counseling those 
who are given ears to hear by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Sermon Text:  Psalm 70 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Sermon:                                                “A Prayer for Tense Times” 
                    Pastor Eric Hancox 

 

Psalm*                       Hasten, God, My Rescue                   Psalm 70 
(Tune: Psalm 4 – Answer When I Call) 

The Ministry of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table* 
 

Minister: Lift up your hearts! 
 

Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord! 
 

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

Congregation: It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 
 

Minister: How sweet it is, in all the tension we’re called to endure in 
this life, to know that we have a Father in heaven who loves us, and to 
whom we can always turn with our cries and pleas for help.  We 
might think our troubles are silly, or too small for Him to care about.  
But, the Lord’s Supper preaches to us a different message entirely. 
 

Here, we are reminded that God so loved us that He gave His only Son 
for us (cf. Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 4:10).  And, as the apostle asks, “He who did 
not spare His own Son but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also 
with Him graciously give us all things?” (Rom 8:32).  The One who so 
loved us will surely not hesitate to hear and answer our prayers for 
lesser needs and deliverances.  Therefore, we have every reason to 
pray at all times, and to hope always in our great God and Savior. 



 
Confession of Faith                                      Heidelberg Catechism #1 
 

Minister: Christian, what is your only comfort in life and in death? 
 

Congregation: That I am not my own, but belong with body and 
soul, both in life and in death, to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.  
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has 
set me free from the power of the devil. 
 

He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of my 
heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all 
things must work together for my salvation.  Therefore, by His 
Holy Spirit He also assures me of eternal life and makes me 
heartily willing and ready from now on to live for Him. 
 

The Words of Institution                      I Corinthians 11:23-29 
 

Minister: For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body which is for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup.  For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and 
drinks judgment on himself. 
 

Sharing of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Prayer 
 

The Lord Sends Us Out with His Blessing 
  

Benediction* 
God speaks to His people through the minister and blesses them, in order 

that they might go into the world to bless others in the name of Christ. 
 

Gloria Patri*                                              #735 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
World without end; Amen, Amen! 
 

Postlude                            O Church, Arise                Getty / Townend 



 
Morning Sermon Notes 

 
 
 

 



 

 
Morning Sermon Notes 

 
 
 

 

 



 
  

Our Session 
Pastor Eric Hancox                  Elder Brent Dettloff                           Elder Michael Hunter 
hancoxem@gmail.com                              bdettloff@triad.rr.com                             huntmj0@gmail.com   
724-992-1399                                                     336-970-1887                                                 336-971-0191 
Office hours: Wed 3-5:30; Th 11-2 
 

                 Elder Todd Senter                                                                           Elder Phil Williams 
                 tfsenter@yadtel.net                                                                           philcgpc@gmail.com 
                 336-817-0177                                                                                                 336-409-6387  
 

Our Diaconate 
Deacon David Alexander                 Deacon Jeff Hunter                                Deacon Max McCabe 
davidglynne1959@gmail.com  huntercommercialproperties@gmail.com mccabe.max@gmail.com 
336-688-0212                       336-970-3709                                                   336-341-5139 
 

Deacon Joel McCready                            Deacon Brian Miller                      Deacon Brantley Towers 
Jdm927@live.com                                     brian.miller65@aol.com                brantleytowers@gmail.com 
336-396-6626                                                     336-406-3164                                                   336-409-1771 
 

Music Director 
Lynne Spach 

mlynne51@aol.com 
336-575-0132 

 

Missions We Support 
Josh and Ashley Grimm                                                      Frank and Emily van Dalen 
RUF – Queens College – Charlotte                           Reformed Church Plant – Lithuania 
 

French Camp Academy                                                                         Malawi Reformation Network 
Christian Boarding School – Mississippi                        Multiplying Reformed Churches in Malawi 

    

    

    

 

Announcements 
1. Today is the first Sunday in a new month, so we will not have evening worship.  We will have 

our monthly fellowship meal after the morning service, and all are invited! 
 

2. We will be having a picnic at Hanging Rock State Park next Saturday, 9/10.  The Senters will 
lead a hike starting at shelter #1 at 9:15am for anyone interested.  Lunch will be a ‘bring 
your own’ format and will take place at shelter #1 at 12:00pm. 

 

Ongoing Events 
Sunday School: Classes for adults and children at 9:15am.  Children are currently studying 
Pilgrim’s Progress and adults are studying the book of Acts. 
 

Covered Dish Fellowship Meal: First Sunday of each month, after the morning worship service. 
 

Prayer Meetings: Wednesday nights in the Fellowship Hall with dinner at 6:00pm followed by a 
lesson and prayer at 6:30pm.  Thursday mornings in the Adult Sunday School room at 10:30am. 
 

Men’s Bible Study: This study is taking a break for the summer.  We will resume in the fall on 
the third Saturday of each month.  Currently studying the book of Joshua using the commentary 
Joshua by James Montgomery Boice.  Contact Phil Williams for more info at philcgpc@gmail.com. 
 

Women’s Bible Study: First Saturday of each month in the Adult Sunday School Room at 
10:00am.  Currently studying The Book of Job series by Dr. Derek Thomas. Contact Laura Hancox 
for more info at lmhancox@gmail.com. 
 

Women’s Fellowship: Fourth Saturday luncheons every other month at varying locations. 
Contact Katherine Senter for info at kats@yadtel.net. 
 

Monthly Memory Verse: “Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies” 
(Rom 8:33). 
  


